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in San Francisco hiking for the parks." I
suppose one is forced to explain, for the benefit
of the forgetful British reader, that the popula-
tion of San Francisco lives in dread of earth-
quakes. But the more admirable kind of
invention is the impossibility upon a larger
scale; the calculated and nicely-worked out
mendacity which, in proportion to its gross
incredibility, is worked out with the highest
attainable degree of simplicity and gravity,
the frankly absurd story which is told you as
the state of the weather or your grandmother's
health might be told you. In the perfection
of this species we have, I think, the finest
achievement of American humour.

Max Adeler's famous account of the poet
who was engaged to write In Memoriam verses
to go in the obituary column of the local paper
and brought the mob of infuriated parents
down upon the editor's head is an early
approach to this style. It is monstrously Im-
possible : but it is conducted with a consider-
able amount of restraint. Later authors have
gone further in the self-suppression which
eschews the incidental auctorial intervention
or flamboyance of phrase, for the sake of the
whole story. Mark Twain frequently did this
sort of thing with great circumspection. For
instance, the dialogue with the Chief of
detectives in The Stolen White Elephant. The
detective wants to know what the missing
animal usually eats :
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